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SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

for  the  year  1946. 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Seisdon  Rural  District 
Council, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  1946.  It  shows  that  the  health  has  been  satisfactory, 
the  death  rate  has  remained  low,  the  infant  mortality  rate 
of  30  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  is  considerably  the  lowest 
figure  yet  recorded  for  any  year.  The  amount  of  infectious 
disease  was  not  serious  and  calls  for  no  comment  except  that 
there  was  only  one  single  case  of  diphtheria,  and  that  two 
residents  from  the  District  were  infected  with  typhoid  fever 
at  Aberystwyth  and  developed  the  disease  on  their  return 
from  holiday,  one  of  them,  a  lady  of  74,  with  a  weak  heart, 
died. 

With  demobilisation  and  a  return  to  peace  time  work, 
a  start  has  been  made  with  re-housing  and  with  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  water  supplies  and  sanitation.  Details  are  given  in 
the  Report. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  tolerably  satisfactory, 
only  rather  isolated  buildings  being  without  a  tap  supply; 
farms  with  dairies  merit  special  consideration  since  the 
pumping  and  carriage  of  sufficent  water  for  the  cooling  of 
the  milk  and  for  cleansing  milking  utensils  necessitate  much 
expenditure  of  labour. 

The  sewerage  of  the  District  is  by  no  means  so  satisfactory. 
There  are  973  pail  closets  which  have  to  be  periodically 
emptied  by  the  Council’s  men;  of  these  179  (142  of  which 
are  in  Wombourn)  can  be  sewered,  in  that  the  houses  possess 
a  tap  water  supply  and  main  sewers  are  available.  After 
Wombourn  the  parish  with  the  greatest  number  of  pail  closets 
is  Pattingham,  with  152.  Pattingham  has  no  sewerage.  The 
number  of  houses  with  dumbwells  has  not  yet  been  ascer¬ 
tained;  in  many  cases  these  are  not  insanitary  but  in  others 
they  require  periodic  emptying  to  prevent  them  from  over¬ 
flowing  into  gardens,  into  surface  drains  and  even  on  to  the 
roads.  I  submit  to  the  Council  the  following  suggestions  for 
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dealing  with  sewerage: — 

1.  Conversion  of  the  179  pail  closets  into  water  closets. 

2.  A  sewerage  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Pattingham. 

3.  That,  where  dumbwells  give  trouble,  connections  be 
made  with  main  sewers,  also  that  preference  on  this 
work  be  given  to  those  places,  such  as  Spring  Hill  Park, 
Wombourn,  where  a  considerable  number  of  houses 
can,  without  great  cost,  be  connected  with  existing 
sewers. 

A  start  has  been  made  with  the  housing  programme. 
There  is  great  need  for  more  houses  to  relieve  the  over¬ 
crowding  in  the  good  houses  and  to  allow  the  insanitary  houses 
and  shacks  to  be  vacated. 

This  is  primarily  a  rural  area  and  I  suggest  that  first 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  housing  of  Agricultural 
workers.  With  the  general  use  of  bicycles  these  workers  do 
not  now  necessarily  require  to  live  near  the  farms  and  can 
be  housed  more  in  the  villages.  Here  the  advantage  lies  of 
easy  accessibility  to  the  schools  for  the  children  and  to  the 
shops  for  the  mothers.  The  tendency  will  be  for  Council 
houses  to  increase  more  and  more  proportionately  to  other 
houses  and  the  problem  arises  of  so  designing  and  locating 
them  that  not  only  will  they  not  destroy  any  beauty  that  the 
village  may  possess  but  will  enhance  it. 

There  is  need  for  houses  of  a  smaller  type  for  aged  people. 
The  necessity  arises  from  the  increased  age  to  which  people 
live  nowadays,  also  that  fewer  old  people  now  go  into 
Institutions  because  they  receive  the  old  age  pension,  and 
also  because  when  a  family  has  grown  up  in  a  Council  house 
and  the  children  have  left  home  there  is  wasted  room  in  a 
Council  house  of  the  ordinary  size. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  for  sup¬ 
plying  the  following  figures  for  the  year: — 

Houses. 

Council  houses  in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  90 

Council  houses  sanctioned  for  1947  ...  ...  110 

Houses  completed  by  private  enterprise  ...  125 

Water  Supply. 

A  3-inch  diameter  water  main  was  laid  in  the  Six  Ashes 
Road,  Bobbington,  and  connections  made  to  the  houses 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Eight  houses  in  other  parts  were  connected  to  water 
mains. 
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Sewerage. 

Sewerage  for  houses  in  Mill  Lane,  Wrottesley,  and  White 
Hill,  Kinver,  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  and  let  to 
contract. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council,  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  and  to  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  help  so  freely  given  during 
the  year. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  ...  ...  ...  20,170 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  41,996 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £110,068 

Sum  produced  by  penny  rate  ...  £429 

Total  number  of  houses  ...  6,021 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  309 


Section  A. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 


M. 

F.  Total. 

Live  Births  (legitimate) 

•  •  • 

170 

170  340 

Live  Births  (illegitimate) 

. . . 

15 

12  27 

Total 

. . . 

185 

182  367 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population, 

18.2 

England  and  Wales,  19.1 

1945 

16.6 

1945 

16.1 

1944 

22.1 

1944 

17.6 

1943 

21.5 

1943 

16.5 

1942 

19.6 

1942 

15.8 

Total  stillbirths  ...  13. 

DEATHS. 

M. 

F.  Total 

115 

90  205 

Death  Rate 

10.2 

England  and  Wales,  1  1 .5 

1945 

10.5 

1945 

11.4 

1944 

10.7 

1944 

11.6 

1943 

10.1 

1943 

12.1 

1942 

10.0 

1942 

11.6 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth: 

1.  From  Sepsis 

2.  From  other  causes  ...  0 


Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  2.7 
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Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: 


M.  F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

•  ••  •  •  • 

6  4 

10 

Illegitimate 

•••  ••• 

—  1 

1 

Total 

6  5 

1  1 

1945 

9  1  1 

20 

1944 

10  7 

17 

1943 

10  7 

17 

1942 

1 1  8 

19 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  births: 

Legitimate 

1  (legitimate 

Total  1946 

29.0 

37.0 

30.0  England  and  Wales  1946 

43 

1945 

...  61.3 

1945  ... 

46 

1944 

...  40.7 

1944  ... 

46 

1943 

...  40.7 

1943  ... 

49 

1942 

...  49.1 

1942  ... 

49 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis: 

Male. 

Pulmonary.  Nonpulmonary. 

Female. 

Pulmonary.  Nonpulmonary. 

Total. 

1946  ...  5 

1 

2  1 

9 

1945  ...  4 

1 

3  — 

8 

1944  ...  3 

— 

2  2 

7 

1943  ...  3 

— 

1  — 

4 

1942  ...  6 

1 

1  1 

9 

Cancer  Deaths: 

Male 

Female. 

Total. 

1946 

10 

20 

30 

1945 

16 

10 

26 

1944 

22 

17 

39 

1943 

9 

22 

31 

1942 

12 

18 

30 

NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.  In  common  with  most  parts  of  the  country  there  has 
been  a  considerable  increase  in  births,  367  against  326 
in  1945,  but  the  birth  rate  which  has  risen  from  16.6  to 
18.2  per  1,000  population  is  slightly  below  that  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Deaths.  The  total  was  205,  in  1945  it  was  206.  The  death 
rate  is  below  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  Chief 
causes  of  death  in  order  of  their  frequency  were  Heart 
Diseases  (55),  Cancer  (30),  and  intercranial  vascular 
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lesions  (17).  The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were: — 
Age  at  death: 


Under  1  year 

M. 

6 

F. 

4 

Total 

10 

1-10  . 

4 

3 

7 

10-20  . 

0 

0 

0 

20-30  . 

1 

4 

5 

30-40  . 

5 

4 

9 

40-50  . 

5 

4 

9 

50-60  . 

10 

10 

20 

60-70  . 

35 

14 

49 

70-80  . 

26 

30 

56 

80-90  . 

21 

14 

35 

90-100  . 

2 

3 

5 

115  90  205 


Infantile  Mortality. 

1  1  Deaths  occurred  under  1  year  of  age.  The  death  rate 
is  only  30.0  for  every  1,000  live  births.  This  is  much  the 
lowest  rate  recorded  and  compares  favourably  with  the  rate 
of  43  for  England  and  Wales. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

TOTAL 

DEATHS. 

DISEASE. 

1946. 

1945 

1944. 

1943. 

1946.  1 

945 

1944. 

1943. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Fever 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

20 

34 

64 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

58 

52 

76 

81 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Dipththeria 

Smallpox 

1 

12 

7 

14 

" 

1 

— 

1 

Measies 

46 

227 

38 

296 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1  1 

10 

15 

25 

5 

13 

6 

17 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia- 

2 

8 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Neonatorum 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

notified  during  the 

year  (fo 

r  the 

first  time): 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male. 

Female 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

9 

7 

4 

2 

22 

Total  cases  remaining 

on 

Register  on 

December 

3rd : 

1946  ...  33 

23 

5 

21 

82 

1945  ...  26 

21 

3 

19 

69 

1944  ...  22 

21 

6 

20 

69 

1943  ...  20 

13 

5 

16 

54 

1942  ...  21 

14 

6 

12 

53 

7 


Section  B. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Full  details  of  the  water  supply  of  the  District  with 
analyses  of  the  water  were  given  in  my  Report  for  1945. 
Since  the  quality  and  quantity  have  continued  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  only  material  changes  in  the  distribution  are 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  I  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  repeat  details  this  year. 

Section  C. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  District  Council  is  a  constituent  member  of  the  West 
Midand  Joint  Hospital  Board  which  maintains  hospitals  at 
Moxley,  Bilston  and  Brierley  Hill.  On  the  Board  the  Council 
has  one  representative.  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in 
securing  admission  at  once  to  hospitals  for  all  patients  for 
whom  it  was  necessary,  conveyance  being  made  by  the  Board’s 
ambulances. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

To  prevent  diphtheria  two  injections  are  now  given  to 
babies  during  the  latter  part  of  their  first  year,  an  interval 
of  a  month  elapsing  between  the  injections.  The  protection 
thus  given  lasts  for  some  years  but  becomes  less  effective 
by  the  time  the  children  reach  school  age.  A  single  further 
injection,  given  when  they  start  school,  again  raises  their 
resistance  to  the  disease.  During  1946  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  and  from  private  practitioners  182  infants  received 
the  two  primary  injections;  at  the  schools  53  children  who 
had  not  been  immunised  in  infancy  received  the  same  treat¬ 
ment,  and  165  children  treated  in  infancy  had  the  “  boosting 
dose  ”  on  starting  school. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Committee,  on  which  the  Council  has  a  representa¬ 
tive,  maintains  Dispensaries  at  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley, 
and  Sanatoria  at  Prestwood,  Kinver  and  Groundslow. 

Maternity  Homes. 

The  County  Council  maintains  a  number  of  beds  at 
Sandfield  Hospital,  Wordsley,  and  at  the  Rosemary  Ednam 
Maternity  Home,  Sedgley,  for  normal  confinements.  Abnor¬ 
mal  and  septic  cases  are  sent  to  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
Wolverhampton. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 


By  arrangement  with  the  Brierley  Hill  U.D.  Council  and 
the  Wolverhampton  Borough  Council  ambulances  from  these 
Authorities  are  available  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of  non- 
infectious  patients.  The  Brierley  Hill  ambulances  serve  the 
villages  of  Kinver,  EnvilJe,  Bobbington  and  Swindon,  and  the 
Wolverhampton  ones  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  District. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  County  Council  maintains  three  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  District: — • 

Men’s  Institute,  Wombourn  ...  Monday  afternoon. 
Constitutional  Club,  Kinver  ...  Friday  afternoon. 
Free  Church  School-room,  Codsall  Tuesday  afternoon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  FRY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

YEAR  1946. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS,  SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Sixth  Annual  Report, 
that  for  the  year  1946,  upon  the  work  performed  by  my 
department. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and 
consideration  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties;  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  Officials  of  your  Council 
for  their  help,  and  to  Mr.  Ashworth  and  Miss  Rolinson  for 
their  unfailing  and  willing  assistance  at  all  times. 

I. 

SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  SANITARY 
ADMINISTRATION. 

Total  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,926 

Number  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Preliminary  Notices  Complied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Statutory  Notices  Complied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

II. 

ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

HOUSING. 

Houses  Inspected — Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

— Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,006 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  698 

FACTORIES. 

Factories  Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Factories  No  Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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ItfEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspections — Day  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

— Evening  and  Week-ends  ...  31 
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Shops — Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

— Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

— General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Sampling — Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

— Milk  .  12 

— Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


OTHER  ROUTINE  VISITS  OF  INSPECTION. 


Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Animals  Kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Camping  Grounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  529 

Evacuation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Refuse  Receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,505 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


COMPLAINTS, 


One  hundred  and  fifty-three  complaints  were  received 
during  the  year  under  review.  They  concerned  the  following 
defects: — 


Housing  defects 

...  26 

Refuse  receptacles 

18 

Accumulations 

8 

Animals  kept 

2 

Water  supply 

1 

Tents,  vans,  sheds 

1 

Overflowing  cesspools 

...  16 

Referred  to  other  departments 

14 

Miscellaneous 

3 

Rats 

14 

Drainage  defects  ... 

...  40 

These  complaints  were  distributed  amongst  the  parishes 
as  follows: — 

Kinver  -  38  Codsall  -  19  Himley  -  3 

Seisdon  -  1  Lower  Penn  -  9  Pattingham  -  2 

Wrottesley  -  30  Swindon  -  2  Wombourn  -  48 


IV. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Routine  disinfection  of  rooms,  etc.,  occupied  by  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  was  carried  out;  disinfection 
after  cases  of  tuberculosis,  cancer,  etc.,  was  undertaken  at 
the  request  of  relatives.  The  method  of  disinfection  is  that 
of  formaldehyde,  either  stoving  or  in  spray  form. 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


v. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 

Ten  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  premises  stated 
to  be  verminous.  The  following  actual  disinfestations  took 
place: — 

Rooms  infested  with  fleas  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  »  ,,  flies  .  4 

Stoving  by  sulphur,  or  spraying  with  an  insecticide  incor¬ 
porating  D.D.T.,  were  the  means  of  treatment  adopted,  the 
operation  being  successful  in  every  case. 


VI. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  eight  private  slaughterhouses  in  your  Area; 
these  have  not  been  in  use  since  the  operation  of  the 
Government  Meat  and  Livestock  Scheme,  january,  1940. 


VII. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

A  total  of  1  10  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods;  79  were  made  during 
the  day-time  and  31  were  made  in  the  evening  or  at  the 
week-end. 

I  have  again  to  thank  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  Mr. 
A.  M.  Baker,  for  his  co-operation  in  the  matter  of  inspection 
of  home-killed  pigs,  Mr.  Baker  supplied  each  applicant  for 
a  licence  with  a  form,  to  be  returned  to  me,  showing  time, 
place,  and  date  of  proposed  slaughter. 

As  a  result  of  this  procedure  101  pigs  were  examined; 
no  diseased  conditions  were  found. 
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The  following  items  were  also  inspected: — 

Found  to  be  unsound,  unwholesome,  or  unfit  for  human 
consumption — 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  6  lb. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  31  lb. 

An  approximate  total  weight  of  9i  lb. 

As  will  be  noted  no  home-killed  pork  was  condemned; 
figures  in  this  case  vary  considerably  from  year  to  year,  e.g. 

1945  —  Nil;  1944  —  496  lbs.;  1943  —  38  lbs. 

VIII. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  Etc. 

193  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  42  to  dairies. 

Milk  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Public  Health 
staff  and  I  am  informed  that  the  results  of  samples  taken  by 
them  indicate  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  Notifica¬ 
tion  is  sent  to  me  of  all  unsatisfactory  samples.  These  during 

1946  numbered  two. 

Twelve  samples  were  taken  by  myself  during  the  year 
for  various  examinations  and  resulted  as  follows: — 

Taken.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 
Keeping  quality  ...  12  8  4 


IX. 

WATER  SAMPLING. 

During  the  year  two  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  two  for  chemical. 

AM  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

X. 

HOUSING. 

265  Notices  were  served  during  the  year.  These  were 
sited  as  follows: — 

Bobbington  -  2  Codsall  -  17  Swindon  -  7  Lower  Penn  17 

Enville  -  7  Pattingham  6  Kinver  -  29  Wrottesley  -  28 

Seisdon  -  10  Himley  -  1  Wombourn  141 

262  of  the  notices  referred  to  the  Housing  defects 
enumerated  on  pages  16  and  17. 


13 


The  remaining  3  were  concerned  with  the  following 
nuisances: — 


Animals  Kept. 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations. 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  1 


REPAIRS— INTERNAL. 


WALLS. 

Plaster  repaired 
Internal  walls  repointed 

CEILINGS. 

Plaster  repaired 
Cleansed  and  re-decorated 

WINDOWS. 

Frames,  sashes,  repaired 
Sashcords  provided 
Glazing 

DOORS. 

Woodwork  repaired 
Door  sills  provided 

FLOORS. 

Wood  floors  repaired  ... 

Quarry  floors  repaired  ... 

Wood  floors  provided  ... 

Sub-floor  vent. 

FIREPLACES. 

Firegrates  repaired  ... 

Hearths,  mantels,  pointing  repaired 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Provided 

Waste  of  water  remedied 
Defective  taps  repaired 

SINKS. 

Provided  or  repaired 

Waste  pipes  provided  or  repaired 

Gully  surround  repaired 

WASHINC  ACCOMMODATION. 

Washcoppers  repaired  ... 
Washhouses  repaired 
Fireboxes,  flues, repaired 
Pans,  brickwork,  rendering  repaired 
Washbasins  provided 

STAIRS. 

Repaired 

Treads  and  risers  repaired 
Handrails  provided  or  repaired  ... 


As  a  result  of 
an  Informal 
Notice. 

30 

1 


29 

3 


26 

38 

8 


6 

4 


12 

3 

10 

3 


1  1 
3 


4 

2 

1 


1 

3 

1 


3 

2 

8 

3 

1 


3 

2 

1 


As  a  result  of 
a  Statutory 
Notice. 

1 


1 


3 

4 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


1 

1 


1 

1 
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REPAIRS— EXTERNAL. 


ROOFS. 

As  a  result  of 
an  Informal 
Notice. 

As  a  result  of 
a  Statutory 
Notjce. 

Timbers  and  coverings  repaired 

•  •  • 

15 

4 

Slates  and  tiles  repaired  or  provided 

•  •  • 

24 

4 

Flashings  and  fillets  repaired  ... 

•  •  • 

21 

2 

Ridge  tiles  repaired 

•  •  • 

14 

2 

Verges  repaired 

•  •  • 

13 

2 

CHIMNEY  STACKS. 

Repaired 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Brickwork  repointed 

•  •  • 

7 

— 

Chimney  pots  provided 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Flaunching  of  pots  repaired 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

CUTTERS. 

Provided 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Repaired 

•  •  • 

10 

— 

Cleansed 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Fall  provided 

. . . 

1 

— 

RAIN  WATER  PIPES. 

Repaired 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Lengthened 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

WALLS. 

Bulging  and  dangerous  repaired 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

Brickwork  repaired 

•  •  • 

6 

5 

Pointing 

•  •  • 

7 

4 

Rendering 

•  •  • 

5 

— 

Pointing  round  doors  and  windows 

.  .  . 

4 

— 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Provided 

••  •  • 

7 

1 

Pans  repaired 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

Woodwork  repaired 

•  •  • 

5 

— 

Cisterns,  etc.,  repaired  ... 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

Cleansed  from  obstruction 

.  •  . 

6 

— 

PAIL  CLOSETS. 

Provided 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Pails  provided  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

Compartments  repaired 

... 

3 

— 

DRAINAGE. 

Provided  or  repaired 

•  •  • 

28 

— 

Vent,  provided  or  repaired 

•  •  • 

8 

— 

Access  provided  or  repaired 

•  •  • 

12 

— 

Cleansed 

•  •  • 

50 

— 

Connection 

•  •  • 

5 

— 

Cullies  provided 

•  •  • 

12 

1 

Soil/vent,  pipes  repaired 

•  •  • 

7 

— 

CESSPOOLS. 

Emptied 

•  •  • 

17 

8 

New  covers  provided  ... 

.  .  . 

3 

— 

DUSTBINS. 

Provided 

. . . 

18 

15 

ACCUMULATIONS. 

Removed 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Provided 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

YARD  PAVING. 

Repaired 

. . . 

2 

— 
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DEFECTS— INTERNAL. 


Action 
required  bv 
an  Informal 

WALLS.  Notice. 

Damp,  defective,  perished  plaster  ...  48 

Defective  internal  pointing  ...  ...  2 

CEILINGS. 

Damp,  defective,  perished  plaster  ...  56 

Defective,  bulging  plaster  ...  ...  3 

WINDOWS. 

Defective  frames,  sashes,  casements  ...  32 

Other  defects,  sash-cords  ...  ...  45 

Broken  glass  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

DOORS. 

Defective  woodwork,  frames,  etc.  ...  11 

Defective  door  sills  ...  ...  ...  10 

FLOORS. 

Defective,  dilapidated,  etc.,  wood  floors  20 

Defective  floor  boards  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  solid  floors  ...  ...  4 

Sub-floor  vent.  ...  ...  ...  2 

STAIRS. 

Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  treads  or  risers  ...  ...  4 

Lack  of  or  defective  handrails  ...  ...  2 

FIREPLACES. 

Defective  and  dilapidated  ranges  ...  8 

Dilapidated  and  defective  firegrates  ...  7 


Defective  ironwork  of  ranges  and  grates  — 

Defective  ovens,  firebars,  etc.  ...  ...  — 

Defective  hearths,  mantels  and  pointing  4 


Hot  water  system  ...  ...  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  ...  ...  4 

Burst  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Waste  of  water  ...  ...  ...  3 

SINKS. 

Absence  of,  or  defective  ...  ...  5 

Defective  waste-pipes  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  gully-surrounds  ...  ...  2 

WASHING  ACCOMMODATION. 

Dilapidated/defective  washhouses  ...  2 

Dilapidated/defective  washcoppers  ...  5 

Defective  fire-boxes,  flues  ...  ...  9 

Defective  pans,  brickwork,  rendering  ...  4 

Defective  washbasins  ...  ...  ...  1 

FOOD  STORES. 

Absence  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lack  of  ventilation  and  lighting  ...  3 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Action 
required  by 
a  Statutory 
Notice. 

2 


6 

3 


3 

3 


1 


1 

1 


3 

2 


1 
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DEFECTS— EXTERNAL. 


Action 

Action 

required  by 

required  by 

an  Informal 

a  Statutory 

ROOFS. 

Notice. 

Notice. 

Dilapidated  timbers  and  coverings 

16 

2 

Defective  and  missing  tiles/slates 

49 

3 

Defective  fillets  and  flashings  ... 

47 

3 

Defective  ridge  tiles 

37 

3 

Defective  verges 

37 

3 

CHIMNEY  STACKS. 

Dangerous  and  dilapidated 

6 

1 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing 

12 

1 

Broken  and' missing  chimney  pots 

— 

1 

Perished  flaunching  of  chimney  pots  ... 

— 

1 

CUTTERS. 

Absence  of 

4 

— 

Defective  . . . 

16 

1 

Choked 

9 

— 

Lack  of  fall 

1 

1 

WALLS. 

Bulging,  dangerous,  dilapidated 

8 

1 

Defective  or  perished  pointing  ... 

12 

4 

Defective  or  perished  brickwork 

10 

5 

Defective  rendering 

5 

— 

Defective  or  worn  window  sills 

1 

— 

Defective  pointing  around  doors,  etc.  ... 

4 

— 

YARD  PAVING. 

Defective 

1 

— 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Absence  of 

2 

— 

Defective/dilapidated  compartment 

5 

— 

Defective  pans  or  basins 

2 

— 

Defective  woodwork,  seats,  etc. 

5 

— 

Defective  cisterns,  fittings,  etc. 

8 

— 

Choked  pedestal 

3 

— 

PAIL  CLQSETS. 

Absence  of 

1 

— 

Defective/dilapidated  compartment 

2 

— 

Defective  pails 

5 

1 

DRAINAGE. 

Defective  or  insufficient 

29 

— 

Lack  of,  or  defective,  access  ... 

1  1 

— 

Lack  of,  or  defective,  ventilation 

8 

• 

Obstructed 

40 

— 

Defective  gullies 

12 

1 

Defective  vent,  or  soil  pipes  ... 

8 

— 

CESSPOOLS. 

• 

Overflowing 

12 

9 

DUSTBINS. 

Dilapidated  or  required 

25 

14 

Accumulations 

2 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Absence  of 


17 
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As  noted  in  Part  One  of  my  report,  210  notices  were 
complied  with  during  the  year.  207  of  these  concerned  the 
housing  repairs  noted  on  page  14.  The  other  three  notices 
complied  were  the  three  referred  to  under  notices  served. 

The  premises  concerned  were  sited  as  follows: — 


Bobbington  ... 

2 

Codsall 

...  13 

Himley 

1 

Kinver 

...  38 

Lower  'Penn  ... 

1 1 

Pattingham 

3 

Seisdon  and  Trysull  ... 

3 

Swindon 

6 

Wombourn 

98 

Wrottesley 

...  32 

Inspections  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  were  con- 


tinued  during  the  year — 698  houses  being 

inspected  in  detail. 

The  position,  as  reported  to  the  County  Council  Advisory 
Committee,  at  31st  December,  1946,  was  as  follows: — 

Total  inspected  to  date 

942 

Category  One 

142 

Category  Two 

195 

Category  Three 

361 

Category  Four  (Re-conditioning)  ... 

— 

Category  Five 

244 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered 

3 

Consequent  upon  your  Assistant 

Sanitary  Inspector 

leaving  in  November,  no  further  inspections  were  made  until 
his  successor  took  up  his  duties  in  March,  1947.  Since  that 
time  a  more  rapid  rate  has  been  maintained;  this  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  houses  now  being  inspected  are  largely  of 
the  Category  one  and  two  types,  these  naturally  do  not  take 
so  long  in  inspecting  as  the  lower  types.  Nevertheless  quite 
an  appreciable  number  of  defects  are  recorded  in  the  Category 
two  houses;  these  involve  re-inspections  and  a  fair  amount 
of  correspondence  before  the  defects  are  remedied.  No 
comment  from  me  is  necessary  as  to  the  difficulties  now 
being  experienced  in  getting  work  carried  out,  but  every 
effort  is  made  to  see  that  the  more  urgent  works  are  attended 
to  without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  report  submitted  on  16th 
January,  1947,  giving  details,  by  parishes,  of  the  anticipated 
number  of  houses  which  may  be  included  in  Category  five 
(houses  incapable  of  being  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense). 
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Parish. 

Houses 

unfit  and 
incapable 
of  being 
made  fit  at 
a  reasonable 
expense 
Cat.  5). 

Houses  unfit 

(Cat.  3)  and 
likely  to  be 
incapable  of 
being  made  fit 
if  extensive 
repairs  are 
delayed  for 
sav  five  years. 

Est.  Cat.  5 
(additional) 
for 

inspections 
not  yet 
completed. 

Totals. 

Bobbington 

6 

5 

— 

1  1 

Codsall 

12 

16 

25 

53 

Enville 

15 

5 

— 

20 

Himley 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Kinver 

23 

10 

30 

63 

Lower  Penn 

1 

4 

— 

5 

Patshull 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Pattingham 

5 

— 

15 

20 

Seisdon  and  Trysull 

1 

18 

— 

19 

Swindon 

30 

— 

— 

30 

Wombourn 

53 

32 

— 

85 

Wrottesley 

— 

— 

25 

25 

Totals 

158 

90 

95 

343 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  these  figures  were  an  estimate 
and  detailed  inspections  of  the  incomplete  parishes  will  no 
doubt  reveal  some  discrepancies. 

Council  Houses:  Inspections  carried  out  from  time  to 
time,  for  various  purposes,  e.g.  overcrowding,  suitability  as 
tenants,  etc.,  reveals  the  fact  that  much  might  be  gained  by 
regular  periodic  visits  to  all  Council  Houses. 


XI. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Work  under  this  heading  has  continued  throughout  the 
year.  As  will  be  noted  on  page  1  1  of  this  report  1505  visits 
were  made  to  individual  moveable  dwellings  and  124  to 
Camping  Grounds.  The  standard  of  the  majority  of  these 
sites  has  very  greatly  improved  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  two  prosecutions,  in 
both  cases  relating  to  contravention  of  the  licence  condition 
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as  to  prohibition  of  sub-letting,  resulted  in  fines  of  £3  and 
£5  being  imposed.  An  appeal  was  made  by  the  owner  of 
one  Camping  Ground  against  the  Council’s  refusal  to  renew 
his  Camping  Ground  Licence.  The  Appeal  was  dismissed  by 
the  Magistrates  with  Fifteen  Guineas  costs.  Active  co¬ 
operation  is  maintained  with  the  Planning  Officers  with 
fruitful  results.  It  is  difficult  to  give  an  accurate  figure  of 
the  number  of  individual  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district 
but  it  is  believed  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  250. 


•  XII. 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING. 

Eleven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  during  the  year.  Five  samples,  all 
manufactured  outside  the  district  were  considered  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  the  appropriate  manufacurers,  and  the  Health 
Departments  of  the  areas  concerned  were  notified.  Next 
year  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record  considerable  improvements 
in  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  ice  cream  in  the 
district  as  a  result  of  the  new  Regulations  which  came  into 
force  in  May,  1947.  Many  visits  have  already  been  made 
to  manufacturers  and  retailers  with  encouraging  results. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Wombourn. 

August,  1947. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  V.  R.  LEE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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